ADOPTED – MAY 26, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 21

Introduced by the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION OPPOSING MICHIGAN CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THAT WOULD DISENFRANCHISE INGHAM COUNTY CITIZENS

RESOLUTION #26 – 280
WHEREAS, Ingham County has a strong history of protecting the right to vote and ensuring that voting is safe and accessible for the approximately 190,000 active registered voters residing in the county; and

WHEREAS, Michigan voters overwhelmingly passed Proposal 2 of 2022, a slate of pro-voter reforms that provided voters with access to same-day registration, no-excuse absentee voting, and in-person early voting; and

WHEREAS, Michigan’s investment in pro-voter policies and the commitment of our election officials to implement these changes have made our elections a point of national recognition and statewide pride, earning the state an A+ grade from the Institute for Responsive Government’s Election Progress Report in both 2023 and 2024; and 

WHEREAS, a group called “Americans for Citizen Voting” submitted 750,000 petition signatures for a ballot initiative aiming to change the Michigan Constitution and require documentary proof of citizenship when Michigan citizens register to vote; and

WHEREAS, by requiring voters to show a passport or birth certificate when registering to vote — as well as requiring additional documents when casting one’s ballot — this ballot initiative would create red tape, increase confusion about the voter registration process, and create cost barriers for the more than 680,000 Michiganders who do not possess or who lack easy access to these documents; and

WHEREAS, similar proposals in other states have stripped away the vote from many legal U.S. citizens, with documentary proof of citizenship laws in Kansas blocking about 30,000 American citizens from voting over the course of two years; and 

WHEREAS, this initiative would disproportionately impact married women, rural citizens, low-income voters, people with disabilities and citizens without a permanent home.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners strongly opposes the Orwellian-named “Americans for Citizen Voting” ballot initiative and urges residents to beware of this and similar efforts to disenfranchise Ingham County citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Clerk is requested to forward copies of this adopted resolution to the other 82 Counties in Michigan, as well as the Ingham County Delegation of the State Legislature.
